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Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


HOUSEHOLD  CALEUEAIl 


A  radio  talk  "by  Miss  Ruth  Van  Deman,  Bureau  of  Home  Economl 
the  Department  of  Agriculture  period  of  the  National  Earm  and  Hom^ 
cast       a  network  of  50  associate  HBC  stations,  Monday,  May  7,  19J 


MR.  SALISBURY;    Well,  Miss  Van  Deraan,  what's  on  your  Household  Calendar  on  a  warm 
spring  day  like  this? 

MISS  VACT  DB/IAl^;    Summer  clothes  —  cool  wash  fabrics  for  hot  weather  wear.  Very 
feminine  subject,  you'll  probably  rate  it. 

MR.  SALISBURY;    Not  , af  all,  unless  you  choose  to  make  it  so.    Remember,  Miss  Van 
Deman,  women  aren't  the  only  ones  who  have  an  interest  in  textiles.    Haven't  your 
experts  some  facts  about  men's  shirts  and  these  cool  summer  siiits? 

MISS  VAU  DEm;     Yes,  I'm  sure  they  have.    Matter  of  fact,  I  believe  it  was  men's 
shirts  that  got  the  manufacturers  going  on  the  shrinkage  question  and  led  to  new 
methods  of  shrinking  cottons  so  tho.t  we  can  buy  them  with  more  assurance.  I'll 
bo  glad  to  give  you  all  that  some  other  time.    But  today  I'd  like  to  stick  to 
dross  goods,  rayons  especially. 

MR.  SALISBURY:    O.  K.  Miss  Van  Doman,  go  ahead.    But  don't  forget  about  the  shirts. 

MISS  VAN  DELIAS;    All  right,  I'll  keep  them  in  mind.  ,    '   _ / 

Well,  what  set  me  off  on  rayons  particularly  was  my  young  friend  Betty's 
experience  when  she  went  to  buy  her  graduation  dress.    She  was  after  a  smart 
simple  tailored  model  (in  fact  that's  the  typo  of  graduation  dress  her  college 
requires.    Fussy  expensive  gro.duation  clothes  are  simply  "not  done"  on  that 
campus).    Well,  after  going  through  all  the  shops  Betty  found  just  what  she 
wanted —  right  style,  right  price,  perfect  fit.    The  material  was  very  attractive 
to  look  at,  but  how  would  it  clean?    After  all  that's  a  pretty- big  item  in  a 
white  dress.    Ihc  clerk  thought  the  material  was  rayon  (there  was  no  label  to  tell), 
and  she  thought  it  would  wash.    She  didn.'t  know  about  the  ironing.    As  to  whether 
it  would  shrink,  she  simply  couldn't  say.    Betty  finally  decided  to  take  the  chance 
but  she  won't  know  until  she  washes  her.  dress  this  summer  whether  she  got  good 
■value  for  her  money  or  whether  she  was  gypped. 

I've  noticed  also  that  the  yard  goods  departments  of  the  stores  are  full 
of  charming  rayons  imder  all  sorts  of  fancy  trade  names,  about  as  far  fetched  as 
the  names  you  see  on  Pullman  cars.    Or  sometimes  these  fabrics  are  labeled  acetates, 
which  comes  from  the  cellulose  acetate  process  by  which  one  group  of  these  synthetic 
fibers  are  made.    Personally  the  word  acetate  as  applied  to  a  dress  fabric  doesn't 
appeal  to  me;  t maybe  I'll  warm  up  to  it  in  time  if  I  have  to.    But  just  imagine  a 
bridp  ■  going  up  the  aisle  in  a  gown  of  white  acetate.    Rayon,  the  name  adopted 
some  years  ago  by  the  trade  group,  suits  my  ear  far  better. 

Well,  be  that  as  it  may,  I  asked  Clarice  Scott  of  our  textile  division  so 
many  questions  about  the  washing  qualities  and  what-not  of  these  acetates  or 
rayons  that  in  self-defense  she  went  out  and  bought  quarter  yard  samples  of  a  dozen 
or  more,  including  several  white  ones  of  the  type  for  graduation  dresses.    She  took 
them  down  to  the  laboratory  and  washed  half  of  each  piece.     She  followed  just  the 
good  home  practice  —  used  neutral  lukewarm  soap  suds,  rinsed  them  2  or  3  times  l  . 
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in  clear  water,  and  always  squeezed,  never  wrung  then.    Then  she  laid  the  wet 
■fabrics  out  on  a  thick  soft  oath  towels,  rolled  them  up  and  let  them  stand  for  a 
little  while,  and  finally  pressed  them  on  the  wrong  side  while  they  were  still  damp. 

She  came  out  with  some  very  interesting  results,  which  go  to  show  that  you 
certainly  can't  let  price  "be  yovx  only  guide.    Tor  in  this  test  "both  the  cheap 
and  the  costly  showed  up  100  percent  on  color  fastness.    The  rayon  manufacturers 
appear  to  know  their  dyes  all  right.    The  delicate  pinks,  the  reds,  the  greens", 
even  one  plain  dark  "blue,  didn't  change  a  shade.    And  the  whites  stayed  white. 

One  flowery  print  that  would  he  lovely  in  a  summer  evening  dress,  also 
stood  the  shrinkage  test  perfectly.    "It  was  as  easy  to  wash  and  iron  as  an  old 
handlcorchief " ,  Miss  Scott  said.    Strange  to  say  though,  a  green  and  white  diagonal 
plaid,  with,  what  looked  to  he^the  same  smooth  firm  plain  weave,  stretched  an 
astonishing  amount  lengthwise.     So  if  you  ha.ppen  to  maJke  that  up  in  a  sport 
frock  you'll  prohahly  have  to  turn  up  your  hem  a  time  or  two  during  the  suimncr. 
Not  the  worst  fault,  of  course,  "but  a  little  annoying  even  so. 

On  shrinkage  the  higher-priced  white  crepes  were  the  really  had  actors.  One 
charming  piece  with  a  little  sheer  check  made  by  a  novelty  weave,  to  quote  Miss 
Scott  af'^ain,  "fa.irly  tied  itself  into  how  knots  on  the  ironing  hoard,"  and  when 
she  finally  did  get  it  smoothed  out  the  shrinkage  mca.sured  at  the  rate  of  ahout 
4  inches  to  the  yard  lengthwise,  and  a.n  inch  crosswise.     Imagine  what  would  happen 
to  the  hem  and  waist  line  when  you  washed  a  dress  of  that  material.  '  Another  lovely 
delicate  white  crepe  was  also  the  very  dickens  to  iron  and  it  shrank  hadly.  Quite 
Ibo  the  contrary,  a  triple  sheer  print  hehaved  heautiful-ly  under  the'  iron  though 
it  stretched  a  little  crosswise.    Also,  one  of  the  pretty  sand  crepes,  so  stylish 
this  spring,  v/as  easy  to  manage  hut  it  stretched  ahout  2  inches  crossv/ise  and  drew 
up  oji  equa.l  amount  lengthwise.. 

All  of  which  goes  to  show  that  until  we  can  get  textiles  definitely  la.helled 
pre-shrunk  and  with  other  facts  ahout  wearing  quality,  each  purchase  is  a  gamhle. 
Anyijay,  it's  up  to  us  consumers  to  register  our  opinion  v;ith  the  people  who  malce 
and  sell  these  fahrics.    If  you  happen  to  he  huying  one  of  these  pretty  rayons. I 
just  hope  you're  a  lucl-q/  chooser,  that's  all. 


Goodhye,  until  next  time. 


